COCKNEY RHYMING SLANG (1)


Match the word on the left with its “partner” in the middle and the meaning on the right.

trouble




and honey



bread

tea




and mortar



cheese

bricks




and ink



city

bees




and peck



daughter

Burton-



and south



dirty

Bristol




and strife



drawers

half




and toad



draught

ball




and ease



eyes

cherry




of chalk



money

almond



of Good Hope



mouth

Dicky




-on-Trent



neck

round




-thirty




nose

frog




City




pinch (steal)

how




Dirt




pipe

Westminster



Fred




quid (one pound)

Cape




inch




rent

bushel




leaf




road

two-




lid




socks

pen




do you dos



shirt

north




the houses



shoes

mince




Abbey




shabby

I




pies




soap

saucepan



               Raft




stink

Uncle




ripe




thief

stand




rocks




trousers

early




suppose



                walk

George




doors




wife
A genuine Cockney is born within the sound of Bow bells (the bells of the church of St Mary-le-Bow in an area of London called Cheapside), and the rhyming slang for which they are famous is said to have developed among criminals so that other people couldn’t understand them. They used a word which rhymed, e.g. tea leaf for thief, or dicky bird for word, but to make things more difficult, they often omitted the second part, the word which actually rhymed.








