COCKNEY RHYMING SLANG (2)
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Match the word on the left with its “partner” in the middle and the meaning on the right

rub-




-a-dub




arse

tumble




-by-twoish



bird

elephant’s



III




chair

bird




and bubble



drink

cat




and glass



drunk

stewed




and mouse



feet

Khyber



down the sink



five (five pounds)

Richard



of meat



Jewish

four-




Blair




house

sky




Godiva




pass

Lady




Pass




pocket

froth




lime




pub

Lionel




prune




time

battle




rocket




tune

plates




trunk




trouble

bees




and honey



daughter

bricks




and mortar



drawers

early




and toad



money

frog




doors




road

A genuine Cockney is born within the sound of Bow bells (the bells of the church of St Mary-le-Bow in an area of London called Cheapside), and the rhyming slang for which they are famous is said to have developed among criminals so that other people couldn’t understand them. They used a word which rhymed, e.g.  tea leaf for thief, or dicky bird for word, but to make things more difficult, they often omitted the second part, the word which actually rhymed.








