OUT IN THE COLD     








text 1/A

1. The salesclerk at the Paris department store shook her head. “Sorry”, she said, “your credit card is not being accepted. I don’t know why”. I found out soon enough: my bank had frozen my account because of an “unusual” spending pattern. The problem? “We’ve never had a charge from you in France before”, a bank official told me. Never mind that I’ve repeatedly used that card in cities ranging from Boston to Tokyo to Cape Town over the last six years – each time without incident. “We’ll enter you in a special file for people who travel a lot”, the supervisor promised. “But I can’t guarantee it won’t happen again”.

2. Actually, it shouldn’t happen at all. My card was a victim of neural-network technology, a tool that is supposed to make life easier for travellers. It tracks spending: if it detects anything unusual – like a sudden splurge on easy-to-fence items like jewellery – it sets of an alarm. But, says Robert Boxberger, senior vice president of fraud management at Fleet Credit Card Services, “our system is geared towards not declining any travel and entertainment expenses, like hotels, restaurants or car rentals”. Really? My card was stopped after I’d used it just once, to rent a car, which, according to Boxberger, should have signalled the system that I was travelling. I was what the credit-card industry calls a false positive – a legitimate cardholder inconvenienced by the hunt for fraudsters. At least I had company: industry experts estimate that an astounding 75 percent of the transactions caught in the neural network turn out to be legit.

3. Bank officials describe the neural-network programme as an overwhelming success. It dates to around 1993, when major credit-card issuers began using it to prevent fraud. Since the introduction of the programme, Visa – which recorded U.S. transactions worth $ 750 billion in the last four quarters – has seen its fraud rate drop from 15 cents to six cents per $ 100. When a credit-card company suspects fraud, it doesn’t automatically suspend the card. Instead, it phones the cardholder to verify purchases.

4. That works well enough – unless you happen to be on the road. What’s a traveller to do? Card-company officials suggest you let your card’s bank know you’re leaving on a trip and take along the card’s customer-service number. Says Fleet’s Boxberger: “If people notify us that they’re travelling abroad, we assure them that no matter what happens, that card will not be declined”. Or you could travel with several cards – which may be just what the credit-card companies want to hear.

adapted from: NEWSWEEK, November 6th, 2000, p. 85

OUT IN THE COLD – exercises

Exercise I

Do poszczególnych fragmentów tekstu (1-4) dopasuj po jednym pytaniu (A – E). Jednego pytania nie potrzebujesz.

A. What are travellers advised to do? 








..........
B. What is neural-network technology? 








..........
C. How old is the neural-network programme? 







..........
D. What credit cards do I use most? 









..........
E. Why wasn’t my card accepted? 









..........
Exercise II

Zaznacz odpowiedzi (a, b, c lub d), które najlepiej odpowiadają informacji zawartej w tekście.

1. My Bank froze my account because

a. it was overdrawn.

b. I hadn’t spent as much as usual.

c. I had gone abroad.

d. I had travelled a lot.

2. My credit card was

a. declined at the Paris department store.

b. stolen in Paris.

c. found by a car rental clerk.

d. kept in a French bank.

3. Robert Boxberger says their system is

a. specially designed for travellers.

b. reliable and works pretty well.

c. not determined to turn down any travelling expenses.

d. specifically aimed at fraudsters.

4. While travelling abroad

a. don’t pay by credit card for any car rentals.

b. don’t buy any expensive items like jewellery.

c. call Boxberger and ask for advice.

d. take more than one credit card.

5. Who is called a false positive by the credit-card industry?

a. A legal owner of a credit card.

b. A cardholder who doesn’t inform that the/she is travelling abroad.

c. A cardholder with a fake credit card.

d. Anyone infected with HIV.

Exercise III

Zdecyduj, które ze zdań są prawdziwe, a które fałszywe w stosunku do informacji zawartej w tekście.

1. The neural-network programme, according to bank officials, doesn’t work as well as they hoped.

2. It was the first time I had used my credit card in France.

3. Boxberger would like me to have more than one credit card.

4. The neural network programme wasn’t known in the 1980s.

5. Most transactions caught in the neural network prove to be legal.

6. The neural-network programme has helped Visa reduce its fraud rate.

7. If you want to buy something abroad, you should take along the card’s customer-service number.

8. When a credit-card company suspects fraud, it makes your card invalid.

9. Bank officials are pleased that I finally know what’s wrong with my credit card.

10. Neural-network technology is designed to know how much money you spend.

	1.


	2.
	3.
	4.
	5.
	6.
	7.
	8.
	9.
	10.


EUROPE ON A PLATTER   







text 1/B

1. Judy Law, a real-estate agent from California, didn’t intend to travel extravagantly when she toured northern Italy last month with her husband. “We planned to low-budget it”, she said, “but with the cheap exchange rate we got to go first class at the way”. The couple stayed at four-star hotels in nearly every town they visited; in Verona, they splashed out on an 18th century table and matching bench that cost $ 2,500. “It’s an amazing deal”, said Law “Everything was so cheap in Italy”.

2. The combination of a strong U.S. economy, low airfares and the falling euro has turned Europe into an American bargain-hunter’s paradise. “What’s happening now is Euromania”, says a senior editor at the American guidebook publisher Fodor’s. Not since 1985 has a European vacation been so affordable. Some currencies, including the Italian lira, the Irish punt and the Portuguese escudo, have fallen to postwar lows against the dollar. As a result, American travel to Europe is expected to reach a new high after seven consecutive record-breaking years.

3. The British and Japanese have benefited, too. Since January of last year, the pound’s value has grown 15 percent against the euro; the yen has appreciated 42 percent. The number of Japanese buying package tours to Europe this month has risen 12 percent over the same period last year. The low euro is one more good reason why the British are flocking across the Channel to buy already cheap alcohol in northern France – a trip nicknamed the “booze cruise”. “It would be crazy to buy this at home”, says Alan Campbell, an engineer from Nottingham, England, standing over a trolley laden, with 10 litters of whisky and three cases of beer at a Calais shopping mall.

4. Eurolanders have learned to profit from the invasion. Some real-estate brokers and luxury-goods manufacturers have hiked prices dramatically. Property prices in the south of France, where Americans have been buying farmhouses and villas, have also risen. “This year I’ve seen houses double, if not triple in value”, says Brian Hart, co-chairman of Var Property in Provence. “With American tourists, the market is really flying”. In most cases, thought, Americans can still find a good deal, at least compared to what they would pay at home.

5. Not so for Eurolanders. The U.S. Department of Commerce is predicting a gradual decline in the growth rate of European tourism to the States over the next few years. “Everything’s very expensive. It’s difficult to shop”, complained Thorsten Pilgrim of Germany, who wandered along New York’s Fifth Avenue last week with his wife, Silke. “I haven’t been hare in 18 months, and the difference is huge”. Normally, the couple stocks up on clothes from Banana Republic and Ann Taylor. This year, all they had to show for two days of shopping was a shirt from Brooks Brothers. Says Mike Stempel, a financial consultant in Vienna, “Only a few years ago we Europeans went on our shopping sprees to the States with empty suitcases and behaved like American millionaires. Not it’s the other way round”.

adapted from: NEWSWEEK, November 27th, 2000, p. 54

EUROPE ON A PLATTER – exercises

Exercise I

Do poszczególnych fragmentów tekstu (1-5) dopasuj po jednym pytaniu (A – F). Jednego pytania nie potrzebujesz.

A. How did the American couple travel around Europe last month? 





..........
B. What do Americans buy in Germany? 








..........
C. What are the things Americans have been buying in France? 





..........
D. Why are holidays in Europe very cheap for Americans? 






..........
E. How can the British and Japanese gain profits from cheap currency rates? 




..........
F. Are clothes in America affordable for Europeans? 






..........
Exercise II

Zaznacz odpowiedź (a, b, c lub d), które najlepiej odpowiadają informacji zawartej w tekście.

1. Judy Law and her husband splashed out on some furniture because

a. they wanted to have a souvenir from Verona.

b. they needed two well-matched pieces of furniture.

c. they found everything well-priced in Italy.

d. they wanted to go on a spending spree in Italy.

2. You take a “booze cruise” if

a. a ship runs into rocks.

b. you spend a fortune at a Calais shopping mall.

c. you spend all your money on alcohol at Calais shopping mall.

d. you’re British and you go to France to buy alcohol.

3. Who went on shopping sprees to America a few years ago?

a. Germans.

b. Europeans.

c. Millionaires.

d. The British and Japanese.

4. “Euromania” means

a. a record number of American tourists in Europe.

b. hunting for bargains.

c. buying farmhouses and villas.

d. buying low-priced furniture.

5. The U.S. Department of Commerce is predicting

a. a smaller number of European tourists in America in the next few years.

b. a bigger number of European tourists in America in the next few years.

c. a smaller number of American tourists in Europe in the next few years.

d. a bigger number of American tourists in Europe in the next few years.

Exercise III

Zdecyduj, które ze zdań są prawdziwe, a które fałszywe w stosunku do informacji zawartej w tekście.

1. The Italian lira has gone down to its postwar low against the dollar.

2. The low euro has made it possible for the British to buy alcohol in France at a good exchange rate.

3. Judy Law and her husband wanted to reduce the costs of their trip to Europe.

4. Some luxury goods prices have been increased in France.

5. The German couple bought fewer things during their previous visit to New York.

6. European travel to America is expected to reach a new peak.

7. Americans like to spend their disposable incomes.

8. The number of American tourists in Europe has been going up for seven years.

9. The American economy has been growing for seven years.

10. It was very expensive for Americans to go to Europe in 1985.

	1.


	2.
	3.
	4.
	5.
	6.
	7.
	8.
	9.
	10.


RHINOPLASTY WITH RHINOS   






text 1/C

1. After struggling to raise three children on her own, Diana Davison decided this year to spend some savings on herself. So the British woman and a friend, Kathleen Rosenthal, headed for South Africa, where last week they found themselves bouncing across the Cradle Nature Reserve in a Land Rover. They took in caves filled with ancient fossil relics, watched rhinos and giraffes and enjoyed a lavish picnic in an acacia grove. But the highlight of the holiday was yet to come: an afternoon under a surgeon’s scalpel. As part of their package tour, Davison and Rosenthal had booked face-lifts along with the safari. When a herd of impala dashed across the road, Davison, 65, joked, “They’re only running because we haven’t had our faces done yet”.

2. Davison and Rosenthal have joined the growing ranks of tourists leaving South Africa with more than a tan and a wooden giraffe. The country is rapidly becoming a top destination for plastic surgery, the result of  its weakening currency and its longstanding reputation for medical excellence. The lower the rand falls, the more it pays off for people to come. John Hill, a Cape Town surgeon who performs laser eye surgery, says his foreign clientele has more than doubled in the last year. The procedure costs 9,000 rand for both eyes – just over $ 1,000, compared with £ 9,000 in England.

3. Now the travel industry has hit upon a novel approach to capitalize on the trend: surgery-and-safari-packages. Increasingly, agencies are offering face-lifts and tummy tucks as part of vacation packages that include safari trips, sightseeing and shopping. Patients can have everything arranged, from airport transfers to a post-op recovery house complete with maid, gardener and masseuse. The one thing travel agents can’t book: the actual surgery. South African law prohibits plastic surgeons from touting their services or from joining a second party-such as a travel agent – to drum up business. But the law leaves enough room for a firm to arrange a “consultation” between doctor and potential patient. Then the client can book the surgery on their own.

4. The recovery may be the best part. Lorraine Melvill, owner of Surgeons and Safari says her firm’s package includes and average 10-day stay in a five-star hotel, a chauffeur-driven car, meals and two recuperation therapies a day ranging from manicures to aromatherapy. After 60-year-old Gerald Mahoney had his face lifted in Johannesburg last August, he checked into the Tony Rivonia Inn, put on an eye mask and listened to soap operas. He ate meals prepared by a private chef and even lost weight while recovering. When he went to a dinner party five days after the surgery, no one knew he’d been under the knife. Now he says “it was really an easy, great experience”.

5. Last week it was still too soon to say whether Davison and Rosenthal will ever describe it that way. Two days after their face-lifts, both women were woozy. “Pain is too strong a word, but it’s very uncomfortable”, said Davison. “It feels like they cut my ear off and stuck it back with chewing gum”. But both women were glad they had done it – and even more glad that it was over. Before the surgery, Davison said, “We don’t need face-lifts, we need brain transplants. It’s all in our heads”. Maybe so, but that doesn’t make it any less satisfying to leave the wrinkles to the elephants.

adapted from: NEWSWEEK, March 19th, 2001, p. 61

RHINOPLASTY WITH RHINOS – exercises

Exercise I

Do poszczególnych fragmentów tekstu (1-5) dopasuj po jednym pytaniu (A – F). Jednego pytania nie potrzebujesz.

A. What did the two British women do waiting for the highlight of the holiday? 


..........
B. Why do people go to South Africa to have plastic surgeries? 




..........
C. How did the two British women describe their feelings two days after the operation? 

..........
D. When would you be sent home after your operation if you had it in America? 


..........
E. What are surgery-and-safari packages? 







..........
F. What can you do during the recovery after the operation? 





..........
Exercise II

Zaznacz odpowiedź (a, b, c lub d), które najlepiej odpowiadają informacji zawartej w tekście.

1. Davison and Rosenthal booked

a. a safari and face-lifts.

b. a three-day safari before having surgery.

c. a five-day safari.

d. plastic surgeries.

2. Travel agents can’t book the actual surgery because

a. they are not allowed to order other services for their customers.

b. they want their customers to have a “consultation” with a doctor.

c. plastic surgeons are not allowed to sell their services.

d. plastic surgeons are not allowed to sell their services or joint a second party to push business.

3. What did Gerald Mahoney do after his operation?

a. He went to the opera.

b. He put on weight.

c. He checked into a chic hotel.

d. He ordered two recuperation therapies.

4. What did Davison and Rosenthal feel two days after the operation?

a. They were pleased.

b. They were worried.

c. They were unhappy.

d. They were strong.

5. Medical care in South Africa

a. is better than in Europe.

b. is better than in America.

c. has had a good reputation for a long time.

d. has a good reputation in Africa.

Exercise III

Zdecyduj, które ze zdań są prawdziwe, a które fałszywe w stosunku do informacji zawartej w tekście.

1. One rand equals one pound.

2. A typical souvenir from Africa is a giraffe made of wood.

3. Davison and Rosenthal watched wildlife in the Cradle Nature Reserve.

4. They ordered a post-op recovery house.

5. Travel agents want to cash in on a new kind of package tours.

6. The good exchange rate makes more people come to South Africa.

7. Davison brought up there children.

8. Melvill’s firm offers accommodation at the Rivonia Inn.

9. Davison had her ear cut off.

10. South Africa boasts a strong currency.

	1.


	2.
	3.
	4.
	5.
	6.
	7.
	8.
	9.
	10.


IF YOU CAN’T TAKE THE HEAT...   





text 2/A

1. Texans, stoics that they are, are coping pretty well with the heat wave, whose record-breaking temperatures included 10 days of 100-degree-plus mercury in July. And they’re used to drought, which has gripped much of the state for the third year in a row, devastating cotton crops and corn fields. But now things have turned biblical. More than 10,000 dead fish have been washed ashore, killed by heat and drought. Mosquitos, spider mites, army worms, fire ants, horn flies and grasshoppers have reached near-plague proportions, thanks to temps 6 to 8 degrees above normal last winter. As result, instead of dying of cold the bugs enjoyed perfect breeding conditions, and this summer grasshoppers alone have caused $ 190 million in crop damage and treatment costs. Ad they’re just for starters. “The hoppers are getting bigger and hungrier”, says entomologist Allen Knutson.

2. Remember the joke about not just talking about the weather but doing something about it? Looks like we are. Although La Niña, a pool of abnormally cold water in the eastern Pacific Ocean, is probably the immediate cause of the warm and bug-friendly winters, larger forces seem to be at work here. “You can’t blame a specific event on global warming”, says climatologist James Hansen of the Goddard Institute for Space Studies. But “in my opinion, we can just say that global warming is contributing to the increased frequency of extreme events” like heat waves and droughts. And not only in Texas. For a month much of the South has been in the grip of a deadly heat wave that has brought triple-digit temperatures and taken at least 24 lives. The pattern holds across the globe, from a drought in northern China to the toppling of century-old temperature records in Southern Europe. Sardinia saw the mercury reach 120 degrees.

3. What were once anomalies have become the norm. A report last week., analyzing U.S. government data from 1948 to 1999, found that there are twice as many days and nights with high heat today as there were 50 years ago. The annual number of heat waves lasting at least four days has tripled. And although storms and floods pack more drama, heat waves take a greater toll. Hurricanes kill an average of 14 people a year and floods kill 99, finds the National Weather Service. Heat kills 193.

adapted from: NEWSWEEK, August 7th, 2000, p. 60

explanatory notes:
100°F = 37,7°C

120°F = 48,8°C

IF YOU CAN’T TAKE THE HEAT... – exercises

Exercise I

Do poszczególnych fragmentów tekstu (1-3) dopasuj po jednym pytaniu (A – E). dwóch zdań nie potrzebujesz.

A. What causes heat waves and droughts? 







..........
B. What is being done to prevent global warming? 






..........
C. Frequency of heat waves in the United States. 






..........
D. Scientists take global warming seriously. 







..........
E. Texas adversely affected by the high temps. 






..........
Exercise II

Zaznacz odpowiedź (a, b, c lub d) zgodną z treścią tekstu.

1. Thanks to temps 6 to 8 degrees above normal last winter

a. insects had very good breeding conditions.

b. more cotton crops and corn fields were devastated.

c. more ice is expected to melt.

d. the water from the melted ice will flood some coastal cities in America.

2. Warm and bug-friendly winters are probably caused by

a. abnormally strong currents in the eastern Pacific Ocean.

b. abnormally strong winds that have blown a lot of dead fish ashore.

c. an area of cold water in the eastern Pacific Ocean.

d. severe weather conditions in the eastern Pacific Ocean.

3. James Hansen thinks that

a. global warming results in a bigger number of extreme events.

b. heat waves and droughts result from cold water currents in the Pacific Ocean.

c. global warming is caused by human activity.

d. global warming causes the cold-water currents in the Pacific to change their course.

4. For a month much of the South

a. has had temperatures below 37 degrees centigrade.

b. has broken 24 temperature records.

c. has been coping pretty well with a deadly heat wave.

d. has been faced with a deadly heat wave.

5. A report published last week

a. argues that natural disasters don’t take a heavy toll of human life.

b. points out that stronger measures of control should be taken.

c. shows the frequency of heat waves in the United States.

d. reveals life-expectancy rates in the United States.

Exercise III

Zdecyduj, czy zdania (1-5) są zgodne z treścią tekstu, wpisując w kratki litery T (true) luf F (false).

1. Every year heat waves kill more people than hurricanes and floods altogether.

2. In Sardinia temperatures went beyond 48 degree centigrade.

3. The hoppers that have appeared this summer can jump through the grass at a higher speed.

4. Texas has been faced with drought since July.

5. Water temperature has no important environmental influence on fish.

	1.


	2.
	3.
	4.
	5.


The MERCURY’S RISING 







text 2/B

1. You might assume that “global warming” means what it says, involving nothing more complex than a rise in the world’s temperature. But notice the penguins. Over the last several months, hundreds of Magellanic penguins have been washing ashore near Rio de Janeiro, 2,000 miles north of their usual haunts. The wayward birds may be sings of a massive climate shift in the South Atlantic: warming may have altered ocean circulation so as to nudge the cold-water currents (which the penguins follow for food) thousands of miles off course. As it happens, one of the greatest worries about global warming is that it will shift Atlantic Ocean currents that warm northern Europe. If that happens, temperatures could plunge 20 degrees in 10 years.

2. For the last two weeks, delegates from some 180 countries met in the Hague to finalize rules for the global-climate treaty negotiated in Kyoto, Japan, in 1997. Under that pact, industrialized countries would cut their emissions of greenhouse gases (notably the carbon dioxide released when coal, oil and gas burn). The United States would have to reduce emissions 7 percent below 1990 levels between 2008 and 2012. That’s only if the Senate ratifies the treaty, of course – which seems unlikely now. But last week two leading greenhouse skeptics had a change of heart. Republican Sens. Larry Craig and Chuck Hagel said they now agree that human activity is contributing to global warming. The chair of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change went further. “There is absolutely no question that the climate is warming, sea levels are rising and glaciers are melting”, said  climatologist Robert Watson. “There is no question humans are involved”. 

3. That wasn’t enough to produce an agreement. The Hague talks focused on how much credit a nation should get towards its Kyoto target for the carbon dioxide its forests suck up (the United States insisted on lots of credit, which Europe rejected). Nor could negotiators agree on whether rich countries should get credit for paying another country to reduce its greenhouse emissions. In the United States, ironically, some environmentalists think George W. Bush might be their best hope. Much as it took Nixon to go to China, it may take an oilman to convince businesses and conservatives that it’s time to take global warming seriously.

adapted from: NEWSWEEK, December 4th, 2000, p. 78

THE MERCURY’S RISING – exercises

Exercise I

Do poszczególnych fragmentów tekstu (1-3) dopasuj po jednym pytaniu (A – E). dwóch zdań nie potrzebujesz.

A. Natural disasters in the United States. 







..........
B. Who blames the United States on global warming? 





..........
C. A climate shift in the South Atlantic. 







..........
D. The U.S. commitment under the Kyoto agreement. 





..........
E. What did the Hague talks concentrate on? 






..........
Exercise II

Zaznacz odpowiedź (a, b, c lub d) zgodną z treścią tekstu.

1. Robert Watson said that

a. humans were involved in global warming.

b. industrialized countries should cut their emissions of greenhouse gases.

c. the Senate should ratify the treaty.

d. the United States considered protecting the environment for its own sake a nonissue.

2. One of the greatest worries about global warming is that

a. Magellanic penguins have changed their usual haunts.

b. Magellanic penguins have moved to find better breeding conditions.

c. cold water currents will be shifted.

d. Atlantic Ocean currents will be shifted.

3. The Hague talks were to

a. focus on credits.

b. make the United States cut its emissions of greenhouse gases.

c. produce a final agreement.

d. lay down final rules for the Kyoto treaty.

4. Negotiators couldn’t agree on

a. clauses concerning credits.

b. signing a joint final communiqué.

c. long-term credits for rich countries.

d. credit expansions for poor countries.

5. Under the Kyoto agreement the United States

a. would have to manufacture more ecologically safe products.

b. would have to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases.

c. would have to agree that human activity is contributing to global warming.

d. would have to meet the stringent environmental standards.

Exercise III

Zdecyduj, czy zdania (1-5) są zgodne z treścią tekstu, wpisując w kratki litery T (true) luf F (false).

1. If Atlantic Ocean currents that warm northern Europe are shifted, temperatures might fall 20 degrees in 10 years.

2. The Senate is due to ratify the Kyoto treaty.

3. Magellanic penguins follow the cold-water currents for food.

4. Northern Europe might not be affected by global warming.

5. Numerous species of animals living in the South Atlantic will become extinct if sea levels continue to rise.

	1.


	2.
	3.
	4.
	5.


A SHARK IN KID’S CLOTHES 






text 3/B

1. Jonathan Lebed was something of a legend at his high school in the leafy suburb of Cedar Grove, N.J., even before last week, when he became the first minor ever to be charged with stock fraud by the Securities and Exchange Commission. The 15-year-old knew how to make big money on the Internet. Famous for carrying his black leather briefcase wherever he went, Lebed, who counts Bill Gates among his heroes and likes his friends to call him “the Great One”, was routinely asked for stock tips by classmates. “He was very modest about it”, says one 16-year-old friend. 

2. His modesty masked astronomical profits. Working from a computer in his bedroom, Lebed made hundreds of thousands of dollars trading stock online. Unfortunately, not all of it was legal, according to SEC. Last week the agency charged him with civil fraud saying he used the Internet to manipulate stock prices in a scheme that brought him more than a quarter of a million dollars. The SAC says Lebed used online chat rooms to drive up the price of 11 stocks he owned, a practice known as “pumping and dumping”. Without admitting or denying the SEC findings, Lebed agreed to return $ 285,000 to the U.S. Treasury.

3. Lebed’s parents back their son. “I’m proud of my son”, Labed’s father, Gregory told reporters while standing near a shiny Mercedes SUV said to have been paid for at least in part with Jonathan’s earnings. But the case shows how the Web provides another potent outlet for naughty youth.

4. Investigators say the trouble started last August. Lebed began snapping up low-priced stocks using his father’s online brokerage accounts, and then talking up the offerings by posting hundreds of false messages in online chat rooms. In January, for instance, he bought 18,000 shares of Man Sang Holdings, a Hong Kong-based pearl distributor, which was then trading at around $ 2 a share. Then he posted messages on a Yahoo Finance bulletin board, insisting the Man Sang shares would climb to more than $ 20 each “very soon”. When the stock price doubled a day later, he earned a profit of $ 34,959 in cash.

5. Lebed seems not to worry about his contact with the Feds. “I’m feeling great today”, he told The Washington Post the day the settlement was announced. Indeed, the teens investments have earned him much more than he’ll pay to the SEC. And the case has also drawn national attention to Lebed’s other ventures, including an unrelated Internet marketing company he runs with Jared Glugeth, a 16-year-old Cedar Grove boy.

A SHARK IN KID’S CLOTHES – exercises

Exercise I

Do poszczególnych fragmentów tekstu (1-5) dopasuj po jednym pytaniu (A – F). Jednego pytania nie potrzebujesz.

A. When was Jonathan charged with fraud? 







..........
B. How many stocks did he own? 








..........
C. What car does his father own? 








..........
D. Does Bill Gates know Lebed? 








..........
E. Whose accounts did Jonathan use? 







..........
F. What did he tell the Washington Post? 







..........
Exercise II

Zaznacz odpowiedź (a, b, c lub d), które najlepiej odpowiadają informacji zawartej w tekście.

1. The SEC

a. arrested Lebed.

b. accused him of civil fraud.

c. charged him with stock fraud.

d. sent him to prison.

2. Lebed worked

a. for Man Sang Holdings.

b. for a computer company.

c. in an office.

d. in his bedroom.

3. Lebed’s father

a. is worried about his son.

b. helps his son earn more money.

c. boasts about his brand-new car.

d. is proud of his son.

4. Jonathan used online chat rooms to

a. talk with Jared Glugeth.

b. talk with his parents.

c. talk up the offerings.

d. talk his friends round.

5. “Pumping and dumping” means

a. a taxpayer-financed company bankruptcy.

b. spending a lot of money while trying to make it operate successfully.

c. making stock prices soar.

d. a technique used by companies to minimize losses.

Exercise III

Zdecyduj, które ze zdań są prawdziwe, a które fałszywe w stosunku do informacji zawartej w tekście.

1. Jonathan’s parents give support to their son.

2. The Washington Post wants to give the case more publicity.

3. Jonathan’s father owns a brokerage house.

4. Jonathan is planning his next investments.

5. He knows how to boost stock prices.

6. Had it not been for his father’s accounts, Jonathan would never have made so much money.

7. Jonathan admitted the charges.

8. The SEC will drop the charges against Jonathan as soon as he returns the money.

9. Jonathan runs a marketing company.

10. He sent Man Sang Shares soaring 20 percent.

	1.


	2.
	3.
	4.
	5.
	6.
	7.
	8.
	9.
	10.


RISE OF THE VIRTUAL AGENT 






text 3/A

1. Phoenix Services Agency, a small Hong Kong travel company, decided to dabble in the Internet a few years ago – but got burned. Phoenix cofounder Rocky Dang started using e-mail to communicate with clients. He listed his agency on a travel Web site. The headaches began. A Westerner asked Phoenix for a hotel – and where could he buy size-L clothes in Hong Kong? Travellers asked about flights, but left out key facts like whether their dates were flexible – which set off a  string of clarification messages back and forth. Dang pulled out of the site and has retreated to the more efficient phone. His agents give out their e-mail address only to their regular customers. Dang knows he’ll have to wrestle with the Internet again later. For now, he’s musing over some new ideas.

2. He’d better think fast. The Internet is ready to hit Asia’s travel industry big. Asian agencies traditionally have run on high volumes and thin profit margins. Now a handful of smart Asian travel companies are starting to shift to cyberspace, nipping at the offline competition’s business. They’re gaining new customers, plus saving on printing, mail and phone costs. The Internet “is changing the industry, the way we sell, the way we present things”, says Joseph McInerney, CEO of the Pacific Asia Travel Association.

3. Alex Kong is riding Asia’s e-travel wave. A Malaysian entrepreneur, Kong started as a tour guide in his parents’ travel company at 14. He figured the Internet could axe the middlemen who each take a cut on fares and bookings down the line. In 1998 Kong unveiled Asiatravelmart.com, an e-hub of airline flights, rooms and tours from 3,000 agencies, hotels, wholesalers and other suppliers in 100 countries. But it’s not easy building an e-travel business in Asia. Diverse currencies, languages and regulations slow things down. In many countries, Web access is constrained and costly. Lots of Asians neither trust the Web nor credit cards. Not all agents are convinced to join Asiatravelmart’s site. Singapore’s family-run Sakura Holidays, who has airfares that beat Asiatravelmart’s, doesn’t want to be lumped with suppliers whose reputations may be suspect. A fourth of Kong’s suppliers are not Web-connected; Asiatravelmart uses the phone or fax to confirm if they have tickets or rooms available.

4. Asians’ preference for personal relationships makes it tough for online companies to grow, too. Shoppers are especially mistrustful of cyberspace when it comes to big-ticket items like travel. They prefer face-to-face meetings to make bookings and check all the details.

5. Now the travel giants – from airline consortia to foreign agents like Travelocity – are muscling into the Asian online market. “What frightens us most”, says Phoenix’s Dang, “is the airlines think the agent’s role is no longer important”. Even early comer Asiatravelmart is bracing itself for a surge in competition; Kong says he is talking with one of U.S. e-travel big names about an alliance. He also says booking holidays online is a part of a new lifestyle. Sounds pleasant. But for Asia’s travel agents, the business could get bloody.

adapted from: NEWSWEKK, July 24th, 2000, p. 57

RISE OF THE VIRTUAL AGENT – exercises

Exercise I

Do poszczególnych fragmentów tekstu (1-5) dopasuj po jednym pytaniu (A – F). Jednego pytania nie potrzebujesz.

A. What is Rocky Dang afraid of? 








..........
B. What is the way Asian clients like to be treated? 






..........
C. Who founded Asiatravelmart.com? 







..........
D. Does Asiatravelmart.com earn a substantial income? 





..........
E. What kind of companies can save on printing mail and phone costs? 



..........
F. Why was it necessary to send lots of explanations to clients? 




..........
Exercise II

Zaznacz odpowiedź (a, b, c lub d), które najlepiej odpowiadają informacji zawartej w tekście.

1. Asiatravelmart.com is preparing
a. for a jump in the number of online travel companies.

b. to slash spending on printing, mail and phone costs.

c. to compete with one of U.S. e-travel big companies.

d. to get a foothold in America.

2. Sakura Holidays doesn’t want to be grouped with companies

a. which are not Web-sited.

b. which use the phone or fax.

c. whose reputations can be questioned.

d. whose airfares are competitive.

3. What did Alex Kong think about the Internet?

a. Web access wouldn’t be costly.

b. It could reduce the number of travel agents.

c. His clients would make more bookings.

d. It would help him cut out competition.

4. Asian agencies

a. have always spent more money than they have earned.

b. have always earned more money than they have spent.

c. have never recorded any pre-tax profit.

d. have always had to start from scratch.

5. Rocky Dang pulled out of the Web site because

a. travellers asked about flights.

b. he found it hard to solve all problems online.

c. he couldn’t handle all complaints.

d. he had too many complaints.

Exercise III

Zdecyduj, które ze zdań są prawdziwe, a które fałszywe w stosunku do informacji zawartej w tekście.

1. Alex Kong has been a tour guide since he was 14.

2. All travel agents want to join Asiatravelmart’s site.

3. Asian customers don’t like cyberspace when it comes to bookings.

4. Asiatravelmart.com used the phone or fax to confirm bookings.

5. Travelocity is not an Asian online company.

6. A few smart Asian travel companies are shifting to cyberspace.

7. Sakura Holidays offers cheaper airline tickets than Asiatravelmart.

8. Phoenix Services Agency doesn’t use mail to communicate with regular customers.

9. It is not difficult to build an e-travel business in Asia.

10. Phoenix Services Agency went online in 1998.

	1.


	2.
	3.
	4.
	5.
	6.
	7.
	8.
	9.
	10.


A TEEN SIREN’S CALLING  






text 4/A

1. With her Kermit The frog wristwatch, pink Panther knapsack and piggy key chain, Emilze Junqueira could pass for a typical teenager. Like most of her peers around the world, she likes nothing better than to hang out at the mall, and would kill for an order of French fries. But lately this seventh garden from the capital of Brazil has led a life that no one could describe as typical.

2. “Discovered” last year by a modeling agency, Junqueira spends most of her time these days negotiating with agents, posing for magazine covers, granting interviews – and learning Japanese. She has just returned from two months in Japan, where she modeled for department stores, Web sites and mail-order catalogues. With her flowing chestnut hair, sparkling brown eyes and impish smile, she quickly won over her clients. If all goes according to plan she will spend the rest of her teens flying between Brasilia, Tokyo and Osaka.

3. Japan has long been a plum market for Western models. For Brazilians, Tokyo is an obligatory first stop on the rise to the fashion centers of New York, Milan and London. A hardworking model in Japan can gross $ 25,000 to $ 50,000 in two or three months. But few beginners have done as well as Junqueira. Her contract: a five-year, $ 1 million deal to model Cecil’s line of fine children’s underwear.

4. At first Junqueira’s parents weren’t impressed. Comfortably upper middle-class-dad César is a dentist with the air force, mom Sόnia an art teacher – they didn’t need the money. But soon they realized it was what she wanted to do and they didn’t to stop her. A top student, Emilze worked out a deal to catch up through correspondence work and visits to the classroom between business trips.

5. And business looks good. The girl’s manager expects to pocket around $ 50,000 from the contract and will represent her worldwide for the next five years. Sόnia has given up teaching to manage her daughter’s career in Japan. César will keep his practice and look after Emilze’s younger brother, Leonardo. Junqueira cannot sign her own cheques and needs government permission to travel abroad. But she already has a working visa stamped in her passport, a steady pay packet and a daily grind that would drive many adults to despair. In her Japanese debut last winter, she did 34 photo shoots in 40 days, often getting up before sunlight and quitting after dark.


But with a $ 200,000 yearly pay packet on its way, you won’t find her complaining. What will she do with all her money? “Cattle”, she answers without blinking. “It’s much better investment than the stock market”.

adapted from: NEWSWEEK, September 25th, 2000, p. 65

A TEEN SIREN’S CALLING – exercises

Exercise I

Do poszczególnych fragmentów tekstu (1-5) dopasuj po jednym pytaniu (A – F). Jednego pytania nie potrzebujesz.

A. How does Junqueira spend most of her time these days? 





..........
B. How much can a Brazilian model earn in Japan? 






..........
C. Did Junqueira’s parents need the money? 







..........
D. What are typical things teenagers like? 







..........
E. What prospects does the girl have for the future? 






..........
F. What do her classmates think about her career? 






..........
Exercise II

Zaznacz odpowiedź (a, b, c lub d), które najlepiej odpowiadają informacji zawartej w tekście.

1. Junqueira’s mother has quit her hob

a. because she was dissatisfied with longer workdays.

b. to look after her family.

c. because she will have her daughter’s pay packet.

d. to help her daughter in her career.

2. Emilze has just spent two months in Japan where she

a. went to a Japanese language school.

b. worked as a model.

c. had her first photo shoot.

d. visited fashion centres.

3. Emilze works for

a. a modeling agency.

b. a Brazilian fashion designer.

c. a Japanese fashion designer.

d. a department store.

4. If all goes according to plan, Junqueira will

a. make next business trips.

b. not be suspended from school.

c. catch up with the rest of her class.

d. drive her parents to despair.

5. The girl goes to school when

a. she is not an a business trip.

b. her manager asks her.

c. a school administrator calls her up.

d. she is bored with her work..

Exercise III

Zdecyduj, które ze zdań są prawdziwe, a które fałszywe w stosunku do informacji zawartej w tekście.

1. Junqueira’s father gave up his job.

2. Emilze made her first appearance in Japan last year.

3. Her appearance helped her attract more customers.

4. The girl often complains about the daily grind of negotiating with agents, posing for magazine covers and granting interviews.

5. Junqueira’s parents lived on a shoestring before she took up a job.

6. The girl has singed a contract for modeling children’s clothes.

7. She is not allowed to sign her cheques.

8. She is allowed to leave the country without government permission.

9. While doing photo shoots, she often has to get up very early.

10. She wants to invest her money in stocks.

	1.


	2.
	3.
	4.
	5.
	6.
	7.
	8.
	9.
	10.


THE TRENDSETTER 








text 4/B

1. Hiroshi Fujiwara is cool. Just ask the kids who line up each day outside his streetwear boutique, Ready Made, in Tokyo’s trendy Harajuku district. Rain or shine, scores of teen shoppers are waiting when the doors swing open. They file in a dozen at a time and snatch up everything on offer - $ 90 T shirts, $ 200 windbreakers, and assortment of tote bags. Shoppers buy quickly because they know Fujiwara’s merchandise changes often. “This stuff in revolutionary”, says Ken Tajima, happy to pay $ 130 for a pair of special edition Nike shoes that go for $ 700 on the Internet. “I buy things here that I normally only dream about”.

2. At 36, Fujiwara is much more than a mere clothes retailer. He’s a trendsetter. A former DJ and fashion writer, he intuits the stylistic leanings of some of the world’s trendiest kids, who in turn rush to embrace Fujiwara’s latest ideas. Besides his clothing shop, he runs a paid Web site-accessible exclusively through NTT’s popular iMode mobile telephones – that counsells users on all things cool and hip. The service costs $ 3 a month and offers up his opinions on music, books, design and fashion. In his last column, Fujiwara wrote about his favourite Beatles song (“A Day in the Life”) and praised an expensive Palm Pilot case from French Fashion house Hermès. “Hiroshi is one of the key influences on youth culture in Japan”, says John Jay, creative director for the ad agency White and Kennedy in Tokyo. Fujiwara was born in Mie, Japan, but honed his hip-ness in the West. His father was a professional bicycle racer; his mother, a housewife. He moved to London in 1981 (after winning a free ticket when he took first prize in a Tokyo fashion contest). There he stayed with friends, hanging out in the punk-rock scene where he inevitably met Malcolm McLaren – manager for the Sex Pistols. McLaren told Fujiwara that punk wasn’s happening anymore and if he wanted to be in the cool scene he should go to New York to learn about hip-hop. Fujiwara did, and learned to DJ from the seminal American hip-hop sensation Afrika Bambaataa. During that time he met pop artist Andy Warhol. In 1983 he returned to Japan to write fashion columns for young people’s fashion magazines like Brutus and Popeye, and to produce music.

3. Fujiwara opened Ready Made three years ago, and he claims it was an instant hit. Though barely the size of a two-car garage, the shop did more than $ 250,000 in sales the first week. Sitting in his office below a large oil painting by modern master Jean-Michel Basquiat, Fujiwara won’t say anything about the new fashion label in which he’s a “silent” investor. He refuses even to identify the brand. “If people know my brand they will try to categorize me”, he says. “And I don’t like to be categorized”.

4. His next ambition is to become a Japanese trend guru for youth-oriented multinationals. He’s already signed a consulting deal with Nike, offering the American shoemaker advice on how to reach Tokyo’s capricious teens – a service he soon hopes to sell to other corporate clients as well. He also aims to start a design company that customizes mass-market items like CD players, mobile phones and plimsolls for exclusive clientele. The concept, already employed by major automakers in limited editions, caters to consumers who prefer tailor-made products. “People are always willing to pay for better quality”, he says.

5. To stay hip, Fujiwara must move on before trends fade. To that end (and to his accountant’s dismay), he plans to shut down Ready Made next week to prevent the boutique from even going out of style. His customers, no doubt, will be saddened by the closure. But they certainly won’t lose sight of Mr. Cool.

adapted from: NEWSWEEK, December 11th, 2000, p. 35

THE TRENDSETTER – exercises

Exercise I

Do poszczególnych fragmentów tekstu (1-5) dopasuj po jednym pytaniu (A – F). Jednego pytania nie potrzebujesz.

A. Why does Fujiwara plan to shut down Ready Made? 





..........

B. What deal has Fujiwara signed?








..........
C. What is Nike’s share in the Japanese market? 






..........
D. Was Ready Made successful at the beginning? 






..........
E. Who told Fujiwara to go to New York? 







..........
F. Why do Fujiwara’s customers buy quickly? 






..........
Exercise II

Zaznacz odpowiedź (a, b, c lub d), które najlepiej odpowiadają informacji zawartej w tekście.

1. Fujiwara wants to set up a design company to

a. be more competitive on the market.

b. employ major automakers.

c. make products according to buyers’ needs.

d. promote mass-market items.

2. The consulting deal provides for Fujiwara to advise on how to

a. gain access to the Japanese market.

b. gain the lead in the fashion market.

c. come on stream in Japan.

d. downsize the American shoemaker.

3. Fujiwara intends to close down Ready Made because

a. he wants to be affiliated with Nike.

b. he doesn’t want his business to go out of fashion.

c. his clients would like to pay for better quality.

d. he wants to enter the American market.

4. John Jay says Fujiwara

a. has a great impact on young people in Japan.

b. has a slight impact on youth culture.

c. influences a French fashion house.

d. wrote about his favourite Beatles song.

5. McLaren told Fujiwara to

a. find out about hip-hop.

b. meet Andy Warhol.

c. play punk rock.

d. produce music.

Exercise III

Zdecyduj, które ze zdań są prawdziwe, a które fałszywe w stosunku do informacji zawartej w tekście.

1. You can buy clutch bags at Fujiwara’s shop.

2. Fujiwara plans to identify the brand as soon as he shuts down Ready Made.

3. Fujiwara’s boutique is located in a spacious garage.

4. You would not visit Fujiwara’s web site without a cell phone.

5. Fujiwara’s customers will not be happy about the closure of Ready Made.

6. You cannot buy the same goods at Fujiwara’s shop all the time.

7. It is more expensive to buy some shoes on the Internet than in his shop.

8. Fujiwara lived in New York from 1981 to 1983.

9. He used to work for a French fashion house.

10. He used to be a DJ.

	1.


	2.
	3.
	4.
	5.
	6.
	7.
	8.
	9.
	10.


BYE, BYE, BARBIE  text 4/C

1. It’s hard to imagine, but Suyane Moreira didn’t always like what she saw in the mirror. Sure, she was pretty enough, the sort of pretty that can stop a conversation. And with her cinnamon skin, the curtain of raven hair and deep, come-hither eyes, who wouldn’t notice? But until recently Moreira mostly saw what wasn’t there. “I wanted to be blond and blue-eyed”, she says. Her girlhood idol was Xuxa, the wildly popular children’s TV-show host, and Brazil’s answer to Barbie.

2. No longer. Ever since she started strutting for Ford Models late last year, this reedy youngster from a drowsy village in northeastern Brazil has refashioned her attitude. Moreira, who turns 19 in September, has posed for Italian Vogue and the British fashion bible ID and will soon debut on catwalks at New York and London. She knows it’s a steep climb to that glamorous ayrie where Brazilian supermodel Gisele reigns. But when Moreira consults the looking glass these days, she seen what was there all along: a striking young woman whose burnished skin and angular features tell of deep indigenous roots. “I am proud to be Indian”, she said recently, “I like the way I look”.

3. In Brazil’s complicated taxonomy, Moreira is a “cafuza” – the progeny of African and Indian ancestors. Her late father, a nightclub singer, was black. Her mother is a descendant of full-blooded native Brazilians – which native Brazilians isn’t clear. The genealogy died with Moreira’s great-grandmother, who – family legend has it – was stolen from the cradle by white hunters on the Serra do Cariri, a scarp named after a bygone Indian nation.

4. Native Brazilians have always inflamed the national imagination, either as menaces or mascots. For nearly 300 years, when they outnumbered the European colonists, they were seen either as barbarians at the gate or as Christians in the rough. Many massacres later, when they were no longer a threat, they could be safely resurrected as cultural icons and even heroes.

5. Does Moreira’s rise represent ethnic pride or opportunism? Has the fashion industry struck a blow for tolerance of found a pretty new product for the ethnic market? There’s room for skepticism, but marketing “Indianness” is itself proof of changing attitudes. Moreira is not about to shed her heels to return to the reservation, but she no longer fancies becoming a Brazilian Barbie. “I have a dream”, she confesses. “I’d love to spend some days with an Indian tribe, learning their dances and eating their food. “Which tribe?” “I’m not sure”, she says flicking her jet hair and flashing a camera-ready grin. There won’t be any lack of invitations.

adapted from: NEWSWEEK, August 13th, 2001, p. 25

BYE, BYE, BARBIE – exercises

Exercise I

Do poszczególnych fragmentów tekstu (1-5) dopasuj po jednym pytaniu (A – F). Jednego pytania nie potrzebujesz.

A. What is Moreira’s dream? 








..........
B. What is Moreira’s job? 









..........
C. What is known about Moreira’s genealogy? 






..........
D. What does Moreira look like? 








..........
E. What countries did the European colonists come from? 





..........
F. How were native Brazilians seen in the past? 






..........
Exercise II

Zaznacz odpowiedź (a, b, c lub d), które najlepiej odpowiadają informacji zawartej w tekście.

1. Moreira’s girlhood idol was

a. a Barbie producer.

b. a fashion maker.

c. a TV-show host.
d. an MTV-show host.

2. When she was younger, Moreira

a. liked the way she looked.

b. didn’t like the way she looked.

c. was proud to be Indian.

d. wanted to be Indian.

3. “Cafuza” means

a. “a girl of black and Indian origin”.

b. “a girl of black origin”.

c. “a girl of Indian origin”.

d. “a girl of Brazilian origin”.

4. Moreira wants to

a. go back to the reservation.

b. be a Brazilian Barbie.

c. learn African dances.

d. live with an Indian tribe.

5. Serra do Cariri is

a. a place in Brazil.

b. a place in Africa.

c. a steep slope in Brazil.

d. a steep slope in Africa.

Exercise III

Zdecyduj, które ze zdań są prawdziwe, a które fałszywe w stosunku do informacji zawartej w tekście.

1. Moreira is very cagey about her family.

2. She has black hair and flirtatious eyes.

3. For almost 300 years the number of Indians was bigger than that of Europeans.

4. Moreira changed her attitude to her looks when she started to work as a model.

5. It is not known which Indian tribe Moreira’s mother comes from.

6. Indigenous people have never had any influence on Brazilian culture.

7. Moreira had her first photo shoot in London last year.

8. Now that she’s making her New York debut, American catwalks have lost their glamour for her.

9. She has been wearing an anklet since she became a model.

10. Her mother is an Indian.

	1.


	2.
	3.
	4.
	5.
	6.
	7.
	8.
	9.
	10.


OUTBREAK IN UGANDA 






text 5/A

1. Esther Awette fell sick sometime around Sept. 12. No one can be sure of the exact date that the high fever and massive internal bleeding began, because all those who nursed her during her last terrifying week have since died themselves. For two days after her death, her body lay in her family’s small hut white relatives washed it in the sacred local custom, unaware that by doing so they were infecting themselves. For weeks the cause of the deaths remained a mystery – until the disease crept into a hospital in the Ugandan town of Gulu. When three workers there died within days of trying to treat new patients, horrified staffers rushed blood samples to South Africa for testing. The cause of death: Ebola hemorrhagic fever.

2. With each outbreak infectious-disease experts learn more about Ebola-some veteran health workers have fought it a half-dozen times. But once again the source of eruption is unknown. The Gulu epidemic has already infected at least 138 people and claimed 51 lives. About 200 others are likely to be at risk (Ebola is spread through direct contact with the bodily fluids of an infected person).

3. Scientists are now fairly certain the most recent outbreaks originated somewhere in the rain forests of Central and West Africa. The last major eruption, in 1995, exploded in the town of Kikwit in what was then Zaire, infecting more than 300 people and killing 2458 of them. But Gulu is nowhere near Central Africa’s rain-forest belt. And this is the first time the disease has struck in Uganda.

4. In the isolation ward of Lacor Hospital in Gulu two beds sit next to the open window. On one lies a corpse, wrapped in a black plastic sack. On the other, a dying woman is covered with a light blue sheet. “If we get patients into the hospital soon after the first symptoms appear then we have a chance to save them by making sure they are continually re-hydrated”, said one of the doctors working at Lacor. Officials expect the death toll to rise this week, but believe they can control the epidemic. In contrast to previous outbreaks where the mortality rate rose as high as 90 percent, in Gulu it is closer to 40 percent – in large part because officials mobilized rapidly and provided early treatment.

5. Right now scientists are working furiously to break the chain of transmission. Schools in Gulu have been closed, traditional funeral rites banned. Ugandan officials are threatening to use force to prevent circulation.


Since Ebola was first identified in the Democratic Republic of Congo in 1976, outbreaks occured as long as 10 to 15 years apart. By analyzing the chain of events that brought death to Gulu, WHO officials now hope to find Ebola’s hiding place and discover how the virus lies dormant for years – before is re-emerges to claim its next set of victims. 

adapted from: NEWSWEEK, October 30th, 2000, p. 33

OUTBREAK IN UGANDA – exercises

Exercise I

Do poszczególnych fragmentów tekstu (1-5) dopasuj po jednym pytaniu (A – F). Jednego pytania nie potrzebujesz.

A. Do they know where eruption comes from? 






..........
B. Do they think they can control the epidemic? 






..........
C. How do they want to prevent circulation? 






..........
D. How quickly does the virus spread? 







..........
E. Where did they send blood samples for testing? 






..........
F. Where did the last major eruption take place? 






..........
Exercise II

Zaznacz odpowiedź (a, b, c lub d), które najlepiej odpowiadają informacji zawartej w tekście.

1. Esther Awette’s relatives were infected with the virus because

a. they washed the dead body so as to follow the sacred local custom.

b. they didn’t want to adhere to the sacred local custom.

c. they didn’t know the cause of he death.

d. they didn’t keep her dead body in a mortuary.

2. Some veteran health workers

a. know the source of eruption.

b. have learned more about the virus than many infectious-disease experts.

c. have learned less about the virus than some infectious-disease experts.

d. have combated the virus six times.

3. The most recent outbreaks are said

a. to lead to a heavy toll of lives.

b. to result in a bigger number of infected people.

c. to have resulted from an infection in Gulu.

d. to have originated from a place in Central Africa.

4. The Gulu epidemic is expected

a. to claim thousands of lives.

b. to kill 90 percent of the whole population.

c. to claim more lives than in the previous outbreaks.

d. to claim less lives than in the previous outbreaks.

5. Right now scientists are trying to

a. analyze the chain of events.

b. ask officials to close all schools.

c. chain themselves to transmission lines.

d. stop the virus from spreading.

Exercise III

Zdecyduj, które ze zdań są prawdziwe, a które fałszywe w stosunku do informacji zawartej w tekście.

1. If Esther Awette’s relatives had known that washing her dead bodying the sacred custom they were infecting themselves, they wouldn’t have kept her in their small hut.

2. In the isolation ward of Lacor Hospital in Gulu dying people lie together with the dead bodies in the same rooms.

3. No sooner had three workers died than blood samples were sent for testing.

4. The death toll is expected to run into thousands of lives.

5. Traditional funeral rites have been banned in Zaire.

6. If patients are brought into the hospital soon after the first symptoms appear, they are likely to be saved.

7. Only when the disease had struck in the Ugandan town of Gulu, did the cause of the deaths remain a mystery.

8. There have been as many as 10 to 15 outbreaks since 1976.

9. Ebola’s hiding place is in Central Africa’s rain-forest belt.

10. There have been no major eruptions since 1995.

	1.


	2.
	3.
	4.
	5.
	6.
	7.
	8.
	9.
	10.


ON A KILLER’S TRAIL 







text 5/B

1. In October 1998 a newspaper in Leicestershire, a small patch of fox – hunting country in central England, reported that three local residents had died of a variant of Creutzfeldt – Jakob disease within the past year. All had close ties to the picture – book village of Queniborough in the heart of the county. Over the next two years the disease would claim the lives of two more victims within the same five – kilometer radius. The odds of such a grouping, considering that there have been only 85 confirmed cases of the disease throughout Great Britain? Roughly 40 to 1.

2. The cluster of CJD cases has turned Leicestershire into a test – bed for research on the disease. Last July the Leicestershire Health Authority (LHA) launched an investigation, but scientists have not come to any conclusions yet. Said Arthur Beyless, whose daughter Pamela died of the disease in 1998 at the age of 24, “I don’t think we will ever work out how she caught it unless they come across a piece of paper saying, “This was infected beef”.

3. The researchers’ progress has been more promising than that. “We may not be closer to saying “why”, but we are closer to being able to say “why not”, says a scientist working on the LHA study. Among the causes the researchers have eliminated: contaminated vaccines, a water supply, occupational exposure or a single, local source of meat.

4. The researchers are now investigating the meat – supply chain to the region going back to the 1980s. The victims, ranging in age from 18 to 35, all lived in the area between 1980 and 1991. The rapid pace with which the meat industry has changed since the ‘80s has slowed the researchers’ progress. Today the majority of Leicestershire residents buy their meat at supermarkets, not butcher shops, while the number of slaughterhouses in the county has dropped from 132 in 1983 to fewer than 21. “Some of the individuals involved in the farming and meat trades are now elderly, some are in poor health, some have died and the  where-abouts of others are unknown, “ says an LHA progress report released earlier this month.

5. Meantime, Leicestershire residents aren’t panicking. “Nowadays we are more concerned about hot the media keep intruding on our village,” says Chris Davis, head teacher at the local school. On the other hand, Davis recognizes that the long incubation period of the disease means that it’s yesterday’s parents, not today’s, who have most to fear (Children are often thought to be especially vulnerable to infection). “It is not the parents at my school who are worried; it’s the next generation up – those who had children in the primary school in the early ‘80s who are most concerned about contamination”. That’s the horror of CJD: the past haunts the future.

adapted from: NEWSWEEK, December 4th, 2000, p.30

ON A KILLER’S TRAIL – exercises

Exercise I

Do poszczególnych fragmentów tekstu (1-5) dopasuj po jednym pytaniu (A – F). Jednego pytania nie potrzebujesz.

A. Is the mad-cow threat increasing the number of vegetarians? 




..........
B. What hasn’t caused CJD cases? 








..........
C. Who is most concerned about contamination? 






..........
D. Where is Queniborough? 









..........
E. What did the LHA start last year? 







..........
F. What does an LHA progress report say? 







..........
Exercise II

Zaznacz odpowiedź (a, b, c lub d), które najlepiej odpowiadają informacji zawartej w tekście.

1. The researchers’ progress has been slowed down by

a. the quick change in the meat industry.

b. a bigger number of supermarkets.

c. a smaller number of butcher shops.

d. a number of slaughterhouses.

2. The LHA progress report says

a. the population of vegetarians is increasing.

b. people are changing their eating habits.

c. 85 people died of CJD.

d. some people involved in the farming and meat trades have died.

3. Arthur Beyless says

a. his daughter had eaten infected beef.

b. he knew how his daughter had caught CJD.

c. they would never know how his daughter had caught CJD.

d. scientists hadn’t come to any conclusions.

4. Scientists working on the LHA study

a. have found a contaminated water supply.

b. have established unlikely causes of CJD.

c. keep intruding into the grief of Leicestershire residents.

d. have developed a new vaccine.

5. Leicestershire residents

a. are worried about children who go to primary school.

b. have stopped buying any meat.

c. are more worried about how journalists keep disturbing their life in the village.

d. are angry about those who control the meat-supply chain to the area.

Exercise III

Zdecyduj, które ze zdań są prawdziwe, a które fałszywe w stosunku do informacji zawartej w tekście.

1. Nearly 200 cows infected by bovine spongiform encepalopathy have died from Portugal to Germany.

2. Between 1997 and 2000 five people from Leicestershire died of CJD.

3. Children are seldom said to be vulnerable to infection.

4. Today more Leicestershire residents buy their meat at supermarkets.

5. The disease is known for its long incubation period.

6. Chris Davis raised some of the first warnings about CJD in the early 1980s.

7. The number of slaughterhouses in Leicestershire has fallen more than sixfold since 1983.

8. Scientists haven’t established the real cause of CJD cases in the country.

9. The majority of Leicestershire residents have become vegetarians.

10. A local source of infected meat is blamed for a cluster of CJD cases.
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A NEW WEAPON AGAINST EBOLA 




text 5/C

1. Scientists don’t know very much about the ebola virus that has caused a lot of trouble since 1976, most recently in Uganda this autumn. But they have long known the disease’s most potent weapon: its speed. Flu – like symptoms appear a week after infection and, in some outbreaks, 80 to 90 percent of victims die a week or two later. The virus spreads so quickly – a handshake will do it – that a few weeks is enough.


Once inside a cell, the ebola virus replicates rapidly until the cell bursts, flooding the bloodstream with new viruses that seek out yet more cells. (It prefers  cells that line the blood vessels, which accounts for the grotesque bleeding from nose, eyes and gums). A normal immune system could resist the disease in perhaps three weeks, but most ebola victims don’t have that kind of time.

2. There may be a way of buying that time. Scientists have now succeeded in stimulating the immune system of macaque monkeys so that they develop an immunity to the disease. This vaccine, reported this week in the British scientific journal Nature, may with a bit of luck eventually work in humans.


An ebola vaccine is an especially tricky thing to develop because the virus is extremely virulent. Researchers had to go down to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta to use their containment lab, which was built especially to accommodate the most dangerous pathogens. To prevent transmission, air is continually sucked out of the room and filtered just in case a speck of virus escapes from a test tub. There they exposed eight monkeys to a live ebola virus. Within a week the entire control group was dead. But the vaccinated four were still alive six months later.

3. The next step is to administer the vaccine in gradually increasing doses to humans to make sure it is safe and does stimulate an immune response. More – ambitious tests would determine if the vaccine truly protects against ebola. Scientists would pick a high-risk area and inoculate residents – most likely nurses and other hospital workers in central Africa – and wait for another outbreak. If all goes well, a human vaccine could be ready in five years.

4. Much, however, could go wrong: the vaccine might not work in humans or at high exposure to ebola; it might have adverse side effects or even prove toxic. For this reason, scientists are still trying to figure out one of the disease’s central mysteries: where it comes from. Most suspect it’s an animal, but which one? Monkeys and other primates, a common source of human infections, die quickly from ebola, which rules them out. Some bats survive inoculation, but none has been found carrying the virus in the wild.

5. For now, the best weapon is the Boy Scout’s motto: be prepared. In Uganda, scientists and doctors are training hospital staff to take precautions against infection. They’ve even asked Ugandans to abandon their custom of washing their dead at funerals. For a disease of such terrifying power, it’s best not to count on finding a magic bullet.

adapted from: NEWSWEEK, December 11th, 2000, p.83

A NEW WEAPON AGAINST EBOLA – exercises

Exercise I

Do poszczególnych fragmentów tekstu (1-5) dopasuj po jednym pytaniu (A – F). Jednego pytania nie potrzebujesz.

A. Do they think they can control the epidemic? 






..........
B. How quickly does the virus spread? 







..........
C. How would they prepare a human vaccine? 






..........
D. Is it easy to develop an ebola vaccine? 







..........
E. What is the best precaution for the time being? 






..........
F. What are the risks connected with a human vaccine? 





..........
Exercise II

Zaznacz odpowiedź (a, b, c lub d), które najlepiej odpowiadają informacji zawartej w tekście.

1. For a long time scientists have known that the ebola virus

a. originated among the native peoples in Uganda.

b. Is very powerful because it spreads very quickly.

c. doesn’t attack the immune system of macaque monkeys.

d. can be combated by a strong vaccine.

2. Most ebola victims cannot resist the disease because

a. the virus replicated so quickly that they die within a week or so.

b. no effective vaccine has been developed so far.

c. doctors cannot cope with enormous bleeding.

d. doctors cannot rehydrate their patients in time.

3. At the Centres for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta

a. people are inoculated against the ebola virus.

b. monkeys and other primates undergo extensive testing.

c. they keep the most dangerous life forms but don’t let them spread.

d. they inactivate small life forms which can cause disease.

4. scientists are still trying to track down the source of the disease because the vaccine

a. might have unwanted effects.

b. might not work in macaque monkeys.

c. can intoxicate some monkeys.

d. might have intended effects at high exposure to ebola.

5. Ugandans have been asked

a. not to leave dead bodies in mortuaries.

b. not to administer the last rites to dying men.

c. to give up some of their funeral rites.

d. to move to safe places.

Exercise III

Zdecyduj, które ze zdań są prawdziwe, a które fałszywe w stosunku do informacji zawartej w tekście.

1. Only when flulike symptoms appear, do the majority of victims die.

2. Scientists haven’t found any bats carrying the virus in the wild.

3. Monkeys and other primates cannot be the source of infection.

4. Strict security precautions are taken by researchers in their containment lab in Atlanta.

5. Scientists are not sure if the vaccine does protect against ebola.

6. If researchers hadn’t used their containment lab in Atlanta, the entire control group would be still alive now.

7. The ebola virus doesn’t replicate fast before the cell bursts.

8. Not only does the vaccine stimulate an immune response but it is safe as well.

9. The British scientific journal Nature reported that it hadn’t been very difficult to develop an ebola vaccine.

10. If inoculated monkeys didn’t die of ebola, a human vaccine might be ready in five years.
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YOU SAY TOMATO, I SAY “ICK” 





text 6/A

1. Most corn in the United States now contains a gene, transplanted from a bacterium, that gives the corn the ability to repel insects. Although millions of Americans gobble it down every day, Europeans have been adamant in their dislike of such genetically modified foods. For two years the European Union has neglected to approve a single new product. Last week’s 338 to 52 vote by the European Parliament to set new regulations for GM crops is the first step in the effort to put them on the dinner table.

2. Reversing European attitudes won’t be easy. A jury acquitted former Greenpeace leader Lord Melchett and his supporters last September even though they admitted destroying a crop of experimental maize. A recent poll reported that 64 percent of British shoppers would prefer to buy food made from animals fed only non-GM diets. Says Paul Muys, a spokes-man for the EuropaBio trade group, “Experience has taught us not to be overenthusiastic”.

3. Most of the known risks are small. If, say, Monsanto’s Round-up Ready gene, which makes soybean plants resistant to herbicides, manages to spread to weeds, it would be a nuisance and probably nothing more. But what if, for instance, the pollen of bioengineered corn, laden with pesticides, drifts over to milkweed, the food of the monarch butterfly? I don’t think we’re talking about wiping out a whole species”, says John Losey, an entomologist at Cornell University whose studies show that the pollen would kill monarchs. “The risks are hard to get a handle on”.

4. Scientists have a better grasp of the risk to people. Allergies are the biggest problem: say you put a peanut gene into wheat, causing somebody to have an allergic reaction to breakfast cereal. Strict labeling regulations, such as those the European Parliament is expected to consider in April, might require the cereal maker to list peanut as an ingredient, even if only a peanut gene is present. And there are upsides to GM food. If a crop produces its own pesticide or herbicide, no spraying is needed. Of course, you still end up eating chemicals, but gene-induced ones are more likely to be harmless.

5. A strict cost-benefit analysis is probably not what sways most Europeans against GM foods. They just don’t trust the food industry. A few years ago agriculture companies introduced GM foods with none of their present humility, and virtually without debate. “The regulations have almost followed the products”, says Susan Davis, a policy analyst at Consumers’ Association in London. As soon as Europeans accept GM foods, which may well happen eventually, many people suspect their choices of what to eat will only get narrower. “People fear a lack of alternatives”, says Rebecca Goldburg, a biologist at the Environmental Defence Fund. “What happens when farmers who don’t want to plant GM foods can’t get non-transgenic seeds because nobody makes them anymore?” In return, Europeans at least appear to be gaining the regulatory control they wanted from the beginning.

adapted from: NEWSWEEK, February 26th, 2001, p. 15

YOU SAY TOMATO, I SAY “ICK” – exercises

Exercise I

Do poszczególnych fragmentów tekstu (1-5) dopasuj po jednym pytaniu (A – F). Jednego pytania nie potrzebujesz.

A. Is the monarch butterfly in danger? 







..........
B. Is it likely that Europeans will accept GM food? 





..........
C. What does the Environmental Defence Fund deal with? 




..........
D. What did lord Melchett do last year? 







..........
E. What are advantages of GM food? 







..........
F. What product hasn’t been accepted for the last two years? 




..........
Exercise II

Zaznacz odpowiedź (a, b, c lub d), które najlepiej odpowiadają informacji zawartej w tekście.

1. Most corn in the U.S. now is

a. able to keep insects away.

b. laden with herbicides.

c. laden with pesticides.

d. destroyed by Greenpeace supporters.

2. The monarch butterfly will be killed if

a. it doesn’t stop feeding on milkweed.

b. it feeds on milkweed.

c. it feeds on milkweed contaminated with pesticides.

d. it feeds on pollen.

3. Gene-induced chemicals

a. have no influence on human health.

b. make your food healthier.

c. probably won’t do any harm.

d. probably make your food unhealthier.

4. As soon as Europeans accept GM foods they

a. will have a limited choice of what to eat.

b. will not have a limited choice of what to eat.

c. will be offered a wider choice of what to eat.

d. will never complain about what they eat.

a. European consumers are against GM foods because

b. they are not confident enough about the food industry.

c. agriculture companies introduced GM foods without any debate.

d. it is expensive to predict possible benefits of such foods.

e. it is hard to predict possible benefits of such foods.

Exercise III

Zdecyduj, które ze zdań są prawdziwe, a które fałszywe w stosunku do informacji zawartej w tekście.

1. The majority of British shoppers would prefer to buy food made from animals fed only non-GM diets.

2. A jury sentenced former Greenpeace leader lord Melchett.

3. Greenpeace members pleaded guilty to destroying experimental maize.

4. There are some advantages of GM food.

5. Last week the European Parliament abandoned efforts to put GM crops on the dinner table.

6. For two years the European Parliament has been committed to preparing new labelling regulations.

7. The introduction of GM food was followed by a heated debate a few years ago.

8. It is impossible for European farmers to buy non-transgenic seeds.

9. An allergic reaction to breakfast cereal can be a result of a peanut gene put into wheat.

10. Rebecca Goldburg thinks people are afraid of the regulatory control the Parliament established last week.
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