
      Scotland
the part of the United Kingdom





Scotland is a country that is part of the United Kingdom and covers the northern third of the island of Great Britain.

It shares a border with England to the south, and is otherwise surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean, with the North Sea to the east and the 
North Channel and Irish Sea to the south-west. In addition to the mainland, the country is made up of more than 790 islands, including 
the Northern Isles and the Hebrides.
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Geography and natural history

The mainland of Scotland comprises the northern third of the land mass of the island of Great Britain, which lies off the north-west coast 

of Continental Europe. The total area is 78,772 km2 comparable to the size of the Czech Republic.

Scotland's only land border is with England, and runs for 96 kilometres (60 mi) between the basin of the River Tweed on the east coast 
and the Solway Firth in the west. The Atlantic Ocean borders the west coast and the North Sea is to the east. 





Scotland’s capital

Edinburgh, the country's capital and second-largest city, was the hub of the Scottish Enlightenment of the 18th century, which 
transformed Scotland into one of the commercial, intellectual, and industrial powerhouses of Europe.

Edinburgh lies at the heart of the Edinburgh & South East Scotland City region with a population in 2014 of 1,339,380.
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Largest City in Scotland

Glasgow is the largest city in Scotland, and the third largest in the United Kingdom (after London and Birmingham). Greater 
Glasgow had a population of 1,199,629 at the 2001 census.

Inhabitants of the city are referred to as Glaswegians.

Glasgow grew from a small rural settlement on the River Clyde to become the largest seaport in Britain. Expanding from the medieval 
bishopric and royal burgh, and the later establishment of the University of Glasgow in the 15th century, it became a major centre of the 
Scottish Enlightenment in the 18th century. From the 18th century the city also grew as one of Great Britain's main hubs of transatlantic 
trade with North America and the West Indies.
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Since 1945

After 1945, Scotland's economic situation became progressively worse due to overseas competition, inefficient industry, and industrial 
disputes. Only in recent decades has the country enjoyed something of a cultural and economic renaissance. Economic factors 

contributing to this recovery include a resurgent financial services industry, electronics manufacturing and the North Sea oil and gas 

industry. The introduction in 1989 by Margaret Thatcher's government of the Community Charge (widely known as the Poll Tax) one 
year before the rest of the United Kingdom, contributed to a growing movement for a return to direct Scottish control over domestic 
affairs. Following a referendum on devolution proposals in 1997, the Scotland Act 1998 was passed by the United Kingdom Parliament 
to establish a devolved Scottish Parliament and Scottish Government with responsibility for most laws specific to Scotland.



Government and politics

Scotland's head of state is the monarch of the United Kingdom, currently Queen Elizabeth II (since 1952). The regnal numbering 
"Elizabeth II" caused controversy around the time of the Queen's coronation because there had never been an Elizabeth I in Scotland.

Scotland has limited self-government within the United Kingdom, as well as representation in the UK Parliament. Executive and 
legislative powers respectively have been devolved to the Scottish Government and the Scottish Parliament at Holyrood in Edinburgh 
since 1999. The UK Parliament retains control over reserved matters specified in the Scotland Act 1998, including UK taxes, social 
security, defence, international relations and broadcasting. The Scottish Parliament has legislative authority for all other areas relating to 
Scotland, as well as a limited power to vary income tax.



Religion
Just over half (54%) of the Scottish population reported being a Christian while nearly 37% reported not having a religion in a 2011 
census.

Since the Scottish Reformation of 1560, the national church (the Church of Scotland, also known as The Kirk) has been Protestant and 

Reformed in theology. Since 1689 it has had a Presbyterian system of church government, and enjoys independence from the state. 

About 12% of the population are currently members of the Church of Scotland, with 40% claiming affinity. The Church operates a 
territorial parish structure, with every community in Scotland having a local congregation.

Islam is the largest non-Christian religion (estimated at around 40,000, which is less than 0.9% of the population), and there are also 

significant Jewish, Hindu and Sikh communities, especially in Glasgow. The Samyé Ling monastery near Eskdalemuir, which celebrated 
its 40th anniversary in 2007, is the first Buddhist monastery in western Europe.



Health care

Healthcare in Scotland is mainly provided by NHS Scotland, Scotland's public health care system. This was founded by the National 
Health Service (Scotland) Act 1947 (later repealed by the National Health Service (Scotland) Act 1978) that took effect on 5 July 1948 to 
coincide with the launch of the NHS in England and Wales. However, even prior to 1948, half of Scotland's landmass was already 
covered by state funded health care, provided by the Highlands and Islands Medical Service. Healthcare policy and funding is the 
responsibility of the Scottish Government's Health Directorates. The current Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing is Alex Neil and 
the Director-General (DG) Health and chief executive, NHS Scotland is Paul Gray.



Military

Of the money spent on UK defence, about £3.3 billion can be attributed to Scotland as of 2013. Although Scotland has a long military 
tradition predating the Treaty of Union with England, its armed forces now form part of the British Armed Forces, with the notable 
exception of the Atholl Highlanders, Europe's only legal private army. In 2006, the infantry regiments of the Scottish Division were 
amalgamated to form the Royal Regiment of Scotland. Other distinctively Scottish regiments in the British Army include the Scots 
Guards, the Royal Scots Dragoon Guards and the Scottish Transport Regiment, a Territorial Army Regiment of the Royal Logistic Corps.

Two frontline Royal Air Force bases are also located in Scotland. These are RAF Leuchars and RAF Lossiemouth, the last of which is 

the most northerly air defence fighter base in the United Kingdom. A third, RAF Kinloss will close as an RAF unit in 2013–14. RAF 

Leuchars is due to be turned into an army barracks, ending the RAF's connection in Fife.
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Culture

Scottish music is a significant aspect of the nation's culture, with both traditional and modern influences. A famous traditional Scottish 
instrument is the Great Highland Bagpipe, a wind instrument consisting of three drones and a melody pipe (called the chanter), which 
are fed continuously by a reservoir of air in a bag. Bagpipe bands, featuring bagpipes and various types of drums, and showcasing 
Scottish music styles while creating new ones, have spread throughout the world. The clàrsach (harp), fiddle and accordion are also 
traditional Scottish instruments, the latter two heavily featured in Scottish country dance bands. Today, there are many successful 
Scottish bands and individual artists in varying styles including Annie Lennox, Amy Macdonald, Runrig, Boards of Canada, Cocteau 
Twins, Deacon Blue, Franz Ferdinand, Susan Boyle, Emeli Sandé, Texas, The View, The Fratellis, Twin Atlantic and Biffy Clyro. Other 
Scottish musicians include Shirley Manson, Paolo Nutini and Calvin Harris.



Television in Scotland is largely the same as UK-wide broadcasts, however the national broadcaster is BBC Scotland, a constituent part 

of the British Broadcasting Corporation, the publicly funded broadcaster of the United Kingdom. It runs three national television stations, 

and the national radio stations, BBC Radio Scotland and BBC Radio nan Gaidheal, amongst others. Scotland also has some 

programming in the Gaelic language. BBC Alba is the national Gaelic-language channel. The main Scottish commercial television 

station is STV. National newspapers such as the Daily Record, The Herald, and The Scotsman are all produced in Scotland. Important 

regional dailies include the Evening News in Edinburgh The Courier in Dundee in the east, and The Press and Journal serving Aberdeen 

and the north. Scotland is represented at the Celtic Media Festival, which showcases film and television from the Celtic countries. 

Scottish entrants have won many awards since the festival began in 1980. As one of the Celtic nations, Scotland and Scottish culture is 

represented at interceltic events at home and over the world. Scotland hosts several music festivals including Celtic Connections 

(Glasgow), and the Hebridean Celtic Festival (Stornoway). Festivals celebrating Celtic culture, such as Festival Interceltique de Lorient 

(Brittany), the Pan Celtic Festival (Ireland), and the National Celtic Festival (Portarlington, Australia), feature elements of Scottish culture 

such as language, music and dance.





Interesting Facts

The national flag of Scotland, the Saltire or St. Andrew's Cross, dates (at least in legend) from the 9th century, and is thus the               
oldest national flag still in use. The Saltire now also forms part of the design of the Union Flag.

The Scots Pine is the national tree of Scotland.

Haggis is one of Scotland's most recognisable and traditional foods associated annually with Burns' night.

Whisky is the quintessential drink of Scotland

Saint Andrew is the patron saint of Scotland.
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